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When starting with the preparation of our exchange
trip to the Philippines over a year ago, we had no idea how
impressive it would be.

We, the 7 Markant members participating in the
trip, did not know at that time that ASHI stood for Ahon Sa

Hirap, Inc., meaning: fAto rise a
there was one conclusion we could make during our 12 -
days journey in the Philippines in September 2009, it is the
enormous effort that people, especially women, make to
rise above poverty. In this case very specifically loans are
granted by ASHI, and along with that a lot of attention is
given for the social situation of the women involved and
even the natural environment. Helping small businesses of
women with micro finance is the work of ASHI.

Once the business is well on its way, INSOL gets
involved. This organization tries to reinforce entrepreneur
and business by offering training and supportive services for
the business. Initiators and driving forces behind ASHI and
INSOL are Mila Mercado and Gavin Bunker. With an unseen
persistence and powerful dynamism this couple, together
with many branch and staff members, continues on a daily
basis to fight for a better life of many Filipinos.

Our adventure starts in the sweltering hot and the
strongly polluted Manila. Fifteen percent of poverty, we are
told. We wonder where the poverty line is, because to our
intuition this percentage should be much higher. With great
astoni shment weod6re watching t
buses, taxis, jeepneys (a jeep transformed into a minivan)
and tricycles (by definition overloaded combination of mo-
torcycle or bicycle with sidecar
more accidents happening here!

As from day 2 our tour starts, mapped out by ASHI
and Insol. One of our most impressive experiences is a
center meeting in Rizal province with the members of ASHI.
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The fAcentredo is a small
gated sheets in the middle of the community. The place is
overcrowded with groups of every time 5 women who
weekly come to pay off their loan and report about their
business. We feel their pride when they hand over the due
sum and share their pride when they talk about their small
business. This is their chance to rise above poverty and give
their children the opportunity to study. Even a typhoon
candt break this ambition.

Each and every one of us was extremely impressed
by their power: despite all setbacks and problems they keep
on going, over and over again, with a smile, chasing their
dreams. This is no different in the more rural province An-
tique, our next destination.

Needless to say it was very special to us that we
were able to meet with the 10 finalists of
WOMED Award South, who put up a beautiful exhibition in
ASHI office. While nominations for the WOMED Award North
are called in Belgium, three laureates were chosen from the
10 finalists in the office of ASHI. Exciting! In the beginning
of December our jury can pronounce their preference for
one of these three. Just as the Philippine jury can do with
our three candidates.

One of the highlights of the trip was of course the
fifhome stayo: some of wus
bit worried. It turned out wonderful. The sounds of the night
were strange, but the hospitality was overwhelming. We
joined our ASHI mothers to the market; we visited relatives
and bonded with our family. We discovered that we have
many common points. We are both mother and spouse,
have family and neighbours, and belong to a women organi-
sation and a community. We take care, together with our
husband for our family and work hard for a better and more
comfortable life. Especially, we want our children to have a
good wupbringing. It doesnodt
are be it Belgium, the Philippines, or Africa.

Each of us went home with a story to tell. This
story we will be sharing in a special meeting with the mar-
kant groups in Belgium. Barely back home, we started the
preparation of the meetings. The memories are fresh, the
pictures very often surprising also for us, and we are really
looking forward to the 30 min video of the visit. We hope
the story will convince the other Markant members of the
good work done by ASHI.

Apart from that we are of course also looking for-
ward to the visit of the Philippine winner of the WOMED
Award Zuid to Flanders in March 2011. Curious to see which
one of the three we will be welcoming. &
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The first edition of 2011 ASHI newsletter is a very unique one. In the past, our newsletter features events hap-
pening in ASHI programs and services. You will be inspired by the stories of women who find worked very
hard to achieve dreams for their family.

March is the international women's month giving tribute to women who serves as the heroes of the home and
family. Four us women will join the women of Markant in Belgium for 10 days. Two of our members as well
as the officer of the board, for 10 days exchange experiences of north and south in terms family, personal life
and business. And as the highlight of the event, one of our member, Adora Fajiculay will be awarded out-
standing woman entrepreneur from the South by the Belgian Princess, Mathilde on March 26, 2011. Adora will
be the second member of ASHI who will be given this award, the first was Nanay Cecelia Habulan in 2008.
For me, | feel like mother seeing her daughter on stage, gaining her much awaited honor after working very
hard and toiling all these years. THIS IS INDEED AN ACHIEVEMENT FOR ASHI. To those women who would like to rise abawestter pwould

like to give you the WORD WOMAN STANDS FOR:

W - stands for WISDOM it is the ability of discern what is right and what is wrong. Each day in her life she is challengedetdenmion. Whatever
decision be it right or wrong adds on to her wisdom.

O - stands for organizinggwomen at best managers because of built in capacity to put order in the home and work becaagesfdlsee details.

M - stands for mercytthe soft heart of woman makes her compassionate and forgiving.

A - stands for affectionatemost women are expressive and thoughtful. In many relationships it the women that remembers Ginthdgecial occa-
sion.

N - obility #women are known for self sacrifice, they are willing to give the best for their children and family. Women can
initiate projects for the community particularly for the destitute and the poor.

May all us woman maximize the gifts god has given us to make the most of our days. GOD BLESS ALL WOMEN.
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MILA MERCADO -BUNKER
ASH]I President

the Philippines as strong women, contributions and convinced her of
working hard for a better future for the importance for markant to en-
them and for their children and they gage in international women solidar-
On October 16, | had the do that impressively well. The mar- ity.
pleasure to join our visiting markant kant women saw concrete ways for Congratulations to Ashi, the
women during their fthem as individual members and visit was excellently organized and
flection meeting in Be|g|um, Qne by leaders in their respective markant _ successfulg/ brought understanding
one they shared their sentiments chapters t o contrib uéngunitt amona worr}] I0 mbar a{nt
with the visit and the way it changed women solidarity networ K 2 g
them. They expressed gratefulness Two of them joined markant and Ashi! i
for the closeness felt with the Ashi -Trias committee to volunteer for
women across cultural borders. They the partnership between markant
felt empowered having grown as and Ashi. Others enthusiastically
citizen in todayos prepared to present to local markant
being privileged to witness and pass chaptersd accross the country theilr
on the experience to others. Other Phillipine experience. They named
expressed being proud feeling part the educational package AA Suitcas¢e
of Ashi and its program to effectively from Manil ao.
lift poor out of poverty, being able to Trias board member dele-
understand and convince friends of gated by markant, Dominique Ver-
the importance and impact of Ashi aert, said experiencing the concrete GUDRUN CARTUYVELS
microfinance and Trias work. lives of Ashi members and Ashi staff TRIAS SE ASIA

They admired the women in will inspire her in her Trias board Regional Coordinator



